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"The Parable of the Sower" 

Matthew 13:1-9 

July 14, 2002 

8 Pentecost A 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Boise, Idaho  

Pastor Tim Pauls 

Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

It's hot today, and it has been for a few days now. There's a lot of high pressure in the system and the 

heat is on. In places there are violent storms, in other places a sullen stillness. Fires are burning here 

and there. It leads to short tempers, anxiety, and sleepless nights. And it's not going away soon. 

 

I only wish I was talking about the weather. 

 

You may be well aware that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod has been in the spotlight this 

week, on national radio and television talk shows. The reason is one that we've discussed several 

times in adult Bible class. Last September, following the terrorist attack upon the World Trade 

Center, an interfaith worship service was held at Yankee Stadium. It was attended by some 20,000 

people. The clergy who led the service included Muslim imams, Hindu priests, Jewish rabbis, and a 

whole host of other religions. Also present on that stage was Dr. David Benke, district president of 

the Atlantic District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Dr. Benke offered a public prayer. He 

used the name of Jesus at the end. But there was nothing in that prayer that suggested that Jesus is 

the only Savior, that His death on the cross is the only way of forgiveness and salvation. The Son of 

God was portrayed as just one god among many. 

 

We have addressed this from Scripture at length in adult Bible Class, but we can demonstrate the 

sinfulness of this action with one commandment, the first: "Thou shalt have no other gods before 

Me." In doing so, we concentrate especially on two often-misunderstood word, "before Me." The 

literal translation from the original Hebrew means "in front of My face" or "in My presence." Thou 

shalt have no other gods before My face, says the Lord. When we come before Him in worship, we 

are not to come to worship Him and other gods. He is the only true God. He is the only One who has 

sent His only-begotten Son to die for you. To worship Him alongside other gods, or to imply that His 

Son is one savior among many, breaks the first commandment. 

 

Several pastors filed charges against Dr. Benke for his words and actions, and the hearing of the case 

fell to Dr. Wallace Schulz, a vice-president of synod better known as the speaker of the Lutheran 

Hour. After hearing all of the evidence and examining the Scriptures, Dr. Schulz suspended Dr. 

Benke, calling upon him to repent of his sin.  

 

According to the bylaws of our synod, Dr. Benke was given 15 days to appeal the decision. I am not 

sure if he has done so. Instead, according to the New York Times, he has retained a law firm to wage 

a public relations campaign on his behalf. Make no mistake: the Missouri Synod is not in the 

spotlight by accident. This is an intentional effort to gain worldly support for a man who offered a 

poor prayer in a non-Christian worship service. And from my understanding, it seems to be working. 
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The man has the approval of the world. 

 

However, the Scriptures warn against seeking the approval of the world, for the world opposes 

Christ. We must keep Dr. Benke in our prayers. 

 

We might add as well that we should keep Dr. Wallace Schulz in our prayers. Because he made the 

difficult and right decision, he has been relieved of all duties at Lutheran Hour Ministries. He bears a 

heavy cross right now for His faithfulness. 

 

Now, I've no intention of making this sermon just a news report, for to fail to preach our Lord's Law 

and Gospel would be a sin. However, because the media is not always accurate-nor familiar with the 

First Commandment, it seemed appropriate to give you some background here. Now, we begin with 

this Word of the Lord from St. Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:15: For all things are for your sakes, that 

grace, having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God. All 

things are for your sakes, that grace may abound. The Lord will use even this for your good, dear 

Christians-and for the good of many. So, let us use the events in our synod to proclaim the glory of 

Jesus; and in the Gospel lesson for today, we hear this glorious news: The Sower still sows. 

 

With the Parable of the Sower, Jesus declares that He comes to sow His Word. Wherever He goes, 

He proclaims His Law and Gospel. He declares that we are sinful, prone to worship all sorts of false 

gods, and have no hope of saving ourselves. But He also announces the joyous news that all who 

trust in Him-the Son of God who has died for the sins of the world-will be saved. He sows this seed 

of salvation everywhere, because He has died for all and desires all to believe and be saved. 

 

Not all will believe. In fact, even as Jesus proclaims this message in the Gospel lesson, his enemies 

are growing in numbers. Pharisees and Sadducees, priests and scribes-all leaders of the church!-are 

plotting against Him. Giving into the temptations of the devil, the world and their own sinful flesh, 

they have Him arrested, tortured, crucified and killed. That's that. 

 

No, it's not. Jesus rises from the dead three days later, never to undergo humiliation again. He has 

conquered sin, death and the devil; they can never hope to defeat Him again. He is invincible, 

almighty. They can never lay a hand on Him again. 

 

Shortly after that, He ascends into heaven, but He has not finished His work. The Sower still sows 

His seed of the Gospel so that many might hear and believe. Because He has died for all nations, He 

sends His apostles to make disciples of all nations. How? By baptizing and teaching all that He has 

commanded. 

 

In other words, He sends His apostles to sow the Word. 

 

The apostles have long since been called to glory, but the sowing continues. This is the task of the 

Church: plant the seed of the Word. Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ by preaching His Word and 

administering the Sacraments. After all, administering the Sacraments is nothing less than preaching 

the Gospel, because water, bread and wine would be nothing more without the Word that is present. 

 

In fact, I just returned Friday with two of our youth from a conference in Duluth, Minnesota. It was a 

rigorous conference. The sessions were many, meaty and challenging; and our youth represented this 

congregation well. What was the purpose of the conference? To sow the seed. The theme of the 
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conference was Baptism and what it means for all sorts of situations in life. It involved session after 

session that was based upon the Word of God. Participants attended worship three times a day and 

heard the Word preached. They had opportunity for both corporate and private confession and 

absolution. And they received the Lord's Supper on the last day. It was rigorous, but the seed was 

sown; and fruit will be borne. 

 

The task of the Church is to sow the Word-to proclaim our Lord's Law and Gospel, the Word of the 

Lord whom the devil, the world and the sinful flesh can no longer attack. But here's the rub: Since 

the devil, the world and the sinful flesh cannot attack the Lord of the Church, they do the cowardly 

thing. They attack His bride. They seek to assault, defile, shame and destroy His holy Church. 

 

This is the lesson of Law from the Parable of the Sower: Christians must be aware that the Word will 

be met with resistance. The devil will bombard those who hear the Gospel will all sorts of other 

messages in order to confuse them, snatch away the Word and lead them to unbelief instead: these 

are the demonic birds of the parable. He will incite pressure and persecution upon the Church-

sometimes in the form physical violence, sometimes in the form of national radio-broadcast 

condemnation. His purpose is to lead the weak and uninformed away by promising peace instead of 

strife; and, tragically, many will listen and follow. This is the stony ground of the parable, where the 

plants are scorched by the sun. The world will assault those who hear the Word with all sorts of 

cares of this world-it will tempt them to compromise or ignore the faith because it's far more 

profitable to do so. This, our Lord says, is the weedy ground of the parable.  

 

This is the Law of the Lord: Christians must expect attacks when the faithfully proclaim the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ. When tempted to compromise and give credence to other messages and teachings-no 

matter how inviting and comfortable that might be, Christians must remain faithful to Christ alone 

and take the heat. They must expect pressure-sometimes spectacular pressure-from the world to back 

off. When such pressure comes, they are to hear the Word, meditate upon it, commend all things to 

the Lord in prayer, and proclaim the Word all the more. They must expect to be threatened with 

worldly privation for proclaiming the Gospel, that they may suffer hardship for proclaiming the 

truth. When such threats come, they are to rejoice in the treasure of salvation bought by Christ's holy 

precious blood; and they are to remain faithful. 

 

It is no fun, this Law; but it is in keeping with the Gospel lesson just a few weeks back in Matthew 

10, where our Lord said: "A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is 

enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have called the 

master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his household!" (Matt. 10:24-

25). Tribulation and persecution will come. 

 

But we dare not ignore the rest of the parable, for there is such joyous Good News here: The Sower 

still sows. He does not abandon His Bride, and He will not. He will not abandon her-He will not 

abandon you-because He is faithful. He will see to it that the Word is proclaimed; and, you see, 

wherever the Word is, He is. 

 

The Sower still sows! By His Word, the only Son of God gives you forgiveness today. He who 

washed your sins away in Holy Baptism continues to keep you cleansed now. He speaks His Word 

of Holy Absolution, declaring that He has died for all of your sins. He feeds you with His own body 

and blood, to strengthen and preserve you in the one true faith until life everlasting. 
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This Sower is your Savior, and He does not abandon you; and in Him you have forgiveness, life and 

salvation. This is why we remain faithful to the message. True, we remain faithful to His Word 

because His Law warns us that to abandon it leads to eternal judgment. But there is a better reason: 

His Gospel gives eternal life-nothing else does. Why would we ever leave it, taint it, turn from it to 

another message? And how can we not proclaim it to others? 

 

So what shall we do this week? Sow. Continue to proclaim that Law and Gospel; that is the fruit of 

those who hear the Word. When faced with pressure not to, so be it: The Lord is in the midst of His 

people, and they will not be moved. In fact, the persecuting publicity of the past week may provide 

great opportunity: Many who had never heard or cared about the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

have now; and you may well have plenty of opportunity for interesting conversations in which you 

can tell them what we believe, teach and confess about Jesus. Yes, such pressures and attacks are no 

fun. But remember the Word of the Lord from 2 Corinthians 4:15: For all things are for your sakes, 

that grace, having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God. 

Do you know how it goes on from there?  

 

Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is 

being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far 

more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at 

the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are 

not seen are eternal (2 Cor. 4:16-18). 

 

Those eternal things are yours. Why? Because the Sower, who shed His blood for you, still sows. He 

plants His Word of grace in you to give you life. He sustains you in your Baptismal life by feeding 

you with His Word and Sacraments. The devil, the world and the Old Adam will rage and spit. But 

they've already lost. The Sower has defeated them at the cross, and He gives that victory to you.  

 

Nothing will keep Him from sowing His Word. Nothing will keep Him from declaring to you that 

you are forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

Amen 


